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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments mailed on 05/14/03 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 3-37 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In view of the Applicant's remarks, it is agreed that Cox does not disclose that the at least 
50 characters of identifying information associated with the first telephone station are audibly 
communicated to the second telephone station as required by Applicants' amended claim 1. 
However, Devillier does disclose the identifying information associated with the first telephone 
station is audibly communicated to the second telephone station. Thus a new ground of rejection 
of Devillier in view of Cox is applied below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 11, 13-16, 21-25, 28, 32-35 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Devillier (U.S. Patent No. 5,850,435). 

Regarding claim 11, Devillier teaches that at the service switching point, initiating a 
query to the service control point to identify the tandem to handle a call from the calling party to 
the subscriber (abstract; fig.l, fig.4, fig.5; col.l, lines 58-67, col.2, lines 1-6, 42-44, col.4, lines 
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25-42; 'initiating a query' reads on the claim 'forwarding a request', 'tandem' reads on the claim 
'one of the plurality of services nodes', 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first telephone station' 
and 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second telephone station'). 

Devillier further teaches that at the service control point, identifying the tandem to handle 
a call from the calling party to the subscriber (fig.l, fig.4, fig.5; col.l, lines 58-67, col.2, lines 1- 
6, 42-44, col.4, lines 25-42; 'tandem' reads on the claim 'one of the plurality of services nodes', 
'calling party' reads on the claim 'first telephone station' and 'subscriber' reads on the claim 
'second telephone station'). 

Devillier further teaches that at the tandem identified by the service control point, 
initiating a query to the service control point to provide information associated with the calling 
party to the subscriber (abstract; fig.l, fig.4, fig.5; col.l, lines 58-67, col.2, lines 1-6, 42-44, 
col.4, lines 25-42; 'tandem' reads on the claim 'services node', 'initiating a query' reads on the 
claim 'forwarding a request', 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first telephone station' and 
'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second telephone station'). 

Devillier further teaches that at the service control point, identifying information 
associated with the calling party from a database on the service control point (fig.l, fig.4, fig.5; 
col.l, lines 58-67, col.2, lines 1-6, col.4, lines 25-42; 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first 
telephone station'). 

Devillier further teaches that at the tandem identified by the service control point, 
receiving the information associated with the calling party from the service control point (fig.l, 
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fig.4, fig.5; col.l, lines 58-67, col.2, lines 1-6, 42-44, col.4, lines 25-42; tandem' reads on the 
claim 'services node' and 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first telephone station'). 

Devillier further teaches that at the tandem, audibly announcing the line information 
associated with the calling party number to the subscriber (abstract; fig.l, fig.2, fig.4, fig. 5; col.l, 
lines 59-65, col.3, lines 50-65, col.4, lines 50-61; 'tandem' reads on the claim 'services node 5 , 
'line information' reads on the claim ' information' , 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first 
telephone station' and 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second telephone station'). 

Regarding claim 13, Devillier teaches that information identifying the subscriber (fig.l, 
fig.4, fig.5; col.l, lines 58-67, col.2, lines 1-6, 42-44; 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second 
telephone station'). 

Regarding claim 14, Devillier teaches that querying a database using information 
identifying the subscriber (fig.l, fig.4, fig.5; col.l, lines 58-67, col.2, lines 1-6, 42-44; 
'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second telephone station'). 

Regarding claim 15, Devillier teaches a request from the subscriber to accept the call from 
the calling party (abstract; fig.l, fig.4; col.3, lines 37-49; 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second 
telephone station' and 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first telephone station 5 ). 

Regarding claim 16, Devillier teaches a request from the subscriber to reject the call from 
the calling party (abstract; fig.l, fig.4; col.3, lines 37-49; 'notifying' reads on the claim 
'receiving', 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second telephone station 5 and 'calling party' reads 
on the claim 'first telephone station'). 
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Regarding claim 21, Devillier teaches that a service switching point, in communication 
with the calling party (fig.l, fig.4; col.4, lines 25-42; 'calling party 5 reads on the claim 'first 
telephone station'). 

Devillier further teaches that a tandem communicating with the service switching point 
and the tandem, audibly announcing the line information associated with the calling party 
number to the subscriber (abstract; fig.l, fig.2, fig.4, fig.5; col.l, lines 59-65, col. 3, lines 50-65, 
col.4, lines 25-42, 50-61; 'tandem' reads on the claim 'services node', 'line information' reads 
on the claim 'information', 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first telephone station' and 
'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second telephone station'). 

Devillier further teaches that a services control point communicating with the service 
switching point and the tandem and having a database including information associated with the 
calling party wherein the tandem receives the information associated with the calling party from 
the service control point and communicates an audible announcement of the line information to 
the subscriber (abstract; fig.l, fig.2, fig.4, fig.5; col.l, lines 59-65, col.2, lines 1-6, 42-44, col.3, 
lines 50-65, col.4, lines 25-42, 50-61; 'tandem' reads on the claim 'services node', 'line 
information' reads on the claim 'information' and 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second 
telephone station'). 

Regarding claim 22, Devillier teaches that the service control point, upon receipt of a 
request from the service switching point, queries a database and identifies a tandem adapted to 
connect the calling party and the subscriber (fig.l, fig.4, fig.5; col.l, lines 58-67, col.2, lines 1-6, 
42-44, col.4, lines 25-42; 'tandem' reads on the claim 'services node', 'calling party' reads on 
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the claim 'first telephone station' and 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second telephone 
station'). 

Regarding claim 24, Devillier teaches that the identified tandem initiates a query to the 
service control point requesting information concerning the calling party (abstract; fig.l, fig.4, 
fig.5; col.l, lines 58-67, col.2, lines 1-6, 42-44, col.4, lines 25-42; 'tandem' reads on the claim 
'services node', 'initiates a query' reads on the claim 'sends a message' and 'calling party' reads 
on the claim 'first telephone station'). 

Regarding claim 25, Devillier further teaches that the service control point queries the 
database and returns information concerning the calling party to the tandem (fig.l, fig.4, fig. 5; 
col.l, lines 58-67, col.2, lines 1-6, 42-44, col.4, lines 25-42; 'calling party 5 reads on the claim 
'first telephone station' and 'tandem' reads on the claim 'services node'). 

Regarding claim 28, Devillier further teaches that the service control point queries the 
database and returns information concerning the calling party to the tandem (fig.l, fig.4, fig.5; 
col.l, lines 58-67, col.2, lines 1-6, 42-44, col.4, lines 25-42; 'calling party' reads on the claim 
'first telephone station' and 'tandem' reads on the claim 'services node 5 ). 

Regarding claim 32, Devillier teaches teaches a request the subscriber to accept or reject 
the call from the calling party (abstract; fig.l, fig.4; col.3, lines 37-49; 'subscriber' reads on the 
claim 'second telephone station 5 and 'calling party 5 reads on the claim 'first telephone station 5 ). 

Regarding claim 33, Devillier teaches connecting the calling party and the subscriber if 
the subscriber accepts the call and the tandem connecting the caller with the called party 
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(abstract; fig.l, fig.4; col.3, lines 37-49, col.4, lines 25-42; 'calling party' reads on the claim 
'first telephone station', 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second telephone station' and 'tandem' 
reads on the claim 'services node'). 

Regarding claim 34, Devillier teaches ending the call if the subscriber rejects the call and 
the services node terminating the caller with the subscriber (abstract; fig.l, fig.4; col.3, lines 37- 
49, col.4, lines 25-42; 'ending' reads on the claim 'terminating', 'subscriber' reads on the claim 
'second telephone station' and 'tandem' reads on the claim 'services node'). 

Regarding claim 35, Devillier further teaches sending the caller to the voice mail of the 
subscriber (abstract; fig.l, fig.4; col.3, lines 37-49; 'sending the caller' reads on the claim 
'directs the call from the first telephone station 5 , 'voice mail' reads on the claim 'voice mailbox 5 
and 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second telephone station'). 

Regarding claim 37, Devillier teaches that the tandem upon receipt of a request from the 
subscriber to accept the call from the calling party, connects the caller with the subscriber 
(abstract; fig.l, fig.4; col.3, lines 37-49, col.4, lines 25-42; 'subscriber' reads on the claim 
'second telephone station 5 , 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first telephone station' and 
'tandem' reads on the claim 'services node'). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1, 3-6, 8, 10 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Devillier (U.S. Patent No. 5,850,435) and in view of Cox et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,812,533). 

Regarding claim 1, Devillier teaches receiving a telephone call from the calling party 
directed to the subscriber via the switching network (abstract; fig.l, fig.4, fig.5; col. 2, lines 42- 
44; 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first telephone station' and 'subscriber 5 reads on the claim 
'second telephone station 5 ). 

Devillier further teaches determining line information associated with the calling party 
number from a database stored at a services control point (abstract; fig.l, fig.2, fig.4, fig.5; col.l, 
lines 59-65, col.3, lines 50-65, coL4, lines 50-61; 'line information 5 reads on the claim 
'information 5 and 'calling party 5 reads on the claim 'first telephone station'). 

Devillier fails to teach "the information comprising at least 50 characters of identifying 
information". Cox teaches the information comprising at least 50 characters of identifying 
information (abstract; col. 2, lines 49-67, col. 17, lines 50-67, col. 18, lines 1-67; 'information 5 
reads on the claim 'data 5 ). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Devillier to allow the information comprising at least 
50 characters of identifying information as taught by Cox. The motivation for the modification is 
to have the higher data length in order to provide enough space for the user's name. 

Devillier further teaches audibly announcing the line information associated with the 
calling party number to the subscriber (abstract; fig.l, fig.2, fig.4, fig.5; col.l, lines 59-65, col.3, 
lines 50-65, col.4, lines 50-61; 'announcing 5 reads on the claim 'communicating 5 , 'line 
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information' reads on the claim 'information' and 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first 
telephone station' and 'subscriber 5 reads on the claim 'second telephone station'). 

Regarding claim 3, Devillier teaches providing an audible announcement to the 
subscriber requesting a desired response identifying whether to accept or reject the call (abstract; 
fig.l, fig.4; col.3, lines 37-49; 'providing' reads on the claim 'transmitting', 'announcement' 
reads on the claim 'message', 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second telephone station' and 
'desired response' reads on the claim 'response'). 

Regarding claim 4, Devillier teaches notifying from the subscriber a message identifying 
whether to accept or reject the call (abstract; fig.l, fig.4; col.3, lines 37-49; 'notifying' reads on 
the claim 'receiving', 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second telephone station' and 'message' 
reads on the claim 'signal'). 

Regarding claim 5, Devillier teaches connecting the calling party and the subscriber if the 
subscriber accepts the call (abstract; fig.l, fig.4; col.3, lines 37-49; 'calling party' reads on the 
claim 'first telephone station' and 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second telephone station'). 

Devillier further teaches ending the call if the subscriber rejects the call (abstract; fig.l, 
fig.4; col.3, lines 37-49; 'ending' reads on the claim 'terminating' and 'subscriber' reads on the 
claim 'second telephone station'). 

Regarding claim 6, Devillier teaches connecting the calling party with the voice mail of 
the subscriber (abstract; fig.l, fig.4; col.3, lines 37-49; 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first 
telephone station', 'voice mail' reads on the claim 'voice mailbox' and 'subscriber' reads on the 
claim 'second telephone station'). 
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Regarding claim 8, Devillier teaches receiving information associated with the calling 
party and inherently with the subscriber (abstract; fig.l, fig.4, fig. 5; col.2, lines 42-44; 'calling 
party' reads on the claim 'first telephone station' and 'subscriber' reads on the claim 'second 
telephone station'). 

Regarding claim 10, Devillier teaches retrieving a name associated with the owner of the 
caller line (abstract; fig.l; col. 3, lines 50-65; 'owner of the caller line 5 reads on the claim 'first 
telephone station'). 

Regarding claim 26, Devillier fails to teach "at least more that 50 characters of data". 
Cox teaches retrieving at least 50 characters of information from the database (abstract; col.2, 
lines 49-67, col. 17, lines 50-67, col. 18, lines 1-67; 'information' reads on the claim 'data'). Thus, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Devillier to allow a 50 characters of data as taught by Cox. The motivation for the 
modification is to have the higher data length in order to provide enough space for the user's 
name. 

6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Devillier (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,850,435) and in view of Cox et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,812,533) and further in view 
of Griffiths et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,481,602). 

Regarding claim 7, Devillier in view of Cox fails to teach "continuing to send a ringing 
signal to the first telephone station until a ring timer expires". Griffiths teaches playing ringing to 
the calling party until a timer expires (abstract; col.2, lines 1-20; 'playing ringing' reads on the 
claim 'continuing to send a ringing signal', 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first telephone 
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station' and 'ring timer' reads on the claim 'timer'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Devillier in view of Cox to 
allow a ring timer as taught by Griffiths. The motivation for the modification is to have the ring 
timer in order to provide the calling party more time having the chance to get connected with the 
called party. 

7. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Devillier (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,850,435) and in view of Cox et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,812,533) and further in view 
of Madoch et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,141,409). 

Regarding claim 9, Devillier in view of Cox fails to teach "at the service control point, 
querying a second service control point for the information associated with the first telephone 
station". Madoch teaches at the service control point, querying a second service control point for 
the originating number (fig.4; col.4, lines 30-49; 'the originating number' reads on the claim 'the 
information associated with the first telephone station'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Devillier in view of Cox 
to allow a query a second service control point as taught by Madoch. The motivation for the 
modification is to have the query a second service control point in order to provide the 
information associated with the calling party. 

8. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Devillier (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,850,435) and in view of Malik et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,404,875). 

Regarding claim 12, Devillier further fails to teach "retrieving at least more than 15 
characters of data from said database". Malik teaches retrieving at least more than 15 characters 
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of data from the database (col.3, lines 13-26, col.8, lines 57-67, col.9, lines 1-21). Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Devillier to allow more than 15 characters of data as taught by Malik. The motivation for 
the modification is to have more than 15 characters of data from the database in order to provide 
information about the calling party as well as the called party. 

9. Claims 17 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Devillier (U.S. Patent No. 5,850,435) and in view of Madoch et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,141,409). 

Regarding claim 17, Devillier teaches initiating a query to the database for the 
information associated with the calling party (abstract; fig.l, fig.4, fig.5; col.l, lines 58-67, col. 2, 
lines 1-6, 42-44, col.4, lines 25-42; 'initiates a query' reads on the claim 'sends a message 5 and 
'calling party 5 reads on the claim 'first telephone station 5 ). 

Devillier fails to teach "if no information is found in the database at the service control 
point, querying at least another service control point for the information associated with the first 
telephone station". Madoch teaches if no information is found in the database at the service 
control point, querying a second service control point for the originating number (fig.4; col.4, 
lines 30-49; 'a second service control point 5 reads on the claim 'at least another service control 
point 5 and 'the originating number 5 reads on the claim 'the information associated with the first 
telephone station'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Devillier to allow a query a second service control point 
as taught by Madoch. The motivation for the modification is to have the query a second service 
control point in order to provide the information associated with the calling party. 
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Devillier further teaches that at the service control point, sending the information 
associated with the calling party to the services node (abstract; fig.l, fig.4, fig.5; col.l, lines 58- 
67, col.2, lines 1-6, 42-44, col.4, lines 25-42; 'calling party 5 reads on the claim 'first telephone 
station' and tandem' reads on the claim 'services node 5 ). 

Regarding claim 27, Devillier fails to teach "said service control point queries at least a 
second service control point for information associated with the first telephone station 5 '. Madoch 
teaches the service control point, querying a second service control point for the originating 
number (fig.4; col.4, lines 30-49; 'the originating number 5 reads on the claim 'the information 
associated with the first telephone station 5 ). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Devillier to allow a query a second 
service control point as taught by Madoch. The motivation for the modification is to have the 
query a second service control point in order to provide the information associated with the 
calling party. 

10. Claims 18-20 and 29-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Devillier (U.S. Patent No. 5,850,435) and in view of Bossemeyer, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,400,809). 

Regarding claim 18, Devillier fails to teach "converting textual information to audible 
signals 55 . Bossemeyer teaches converting textual caller information to text-to-speech format 
(abstract; fig.3; col. 3, lines 63-67, col.4, lines 1-6; 'caller information' reads on the claim 
'information 5 and 'text-to-speech format' reads on the claim 'audible signals'). Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Devillier to allow a conversion as taught by Bossemeyer. The motivation for the 
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modification is to have the conversion in order to provide a change in data from one format to 
another format. 

Regarding claim 19, Devillier fails to teach "converting textual information to audible 
signals by means of computer-generated sounds". Bossemeyer teaches converting textual caller 
information to text-to-speech format by means of pre-processor (abstract; fig.3, fig.4; col. 3, lines 
16-20, col. 4, lines 17-28; 'caller information' reads on the claim 'information 5 , 'text-to-speech 
format 5 reads on the claim 'audible signals' and 'pre-processor 5 reads on the claim 'computer- 
generated sounds'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Devillier to allow a conversion as taught by Bossemeyer. 
The motivation for the modification is to have the conversion in order to provide a change in 
data from one format to another format. 

Regarding claims 20 and 31, Devillier teaches playing announcements (col. 4, lines 36-39; 
'announcements 5 reads on the claim 'pre-recorded speech files'). 

Regarding claim 29, Devillier fails to teach "the services node converts the information 
associated with the first telephone station to an audible message". Bossemeyer teaches 
converting textual caller information to text-to-speech format (abstract; fig.3; col. 3, lines 63-67, 
col.4, lines 1-6; 'caller information 5 reads on the claim 'information' and 'text-to-speech format 5 
reads on the claim 'audible signals'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Devillier to allow a conversion as taught by 
Bossemeyer. The motivation for the modification is to have the conversion in order to provide a 
change in data from one format to another format. 
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Regarding claim 30, Devillier fails to teach "the audible message is computer-generated". 
Bossemeyer teaches the text-to-speech format by means of pre-processor (abstract; fig. 3, fig.4; 
col. 3, lines 16-20, col. 4, lines 17-28; 'caller information' reads on the claim 'information', 'text- 
to-speech format' reads on the claim 'audible message' and 'pre-processor' reads on the claim 
'computer-generated'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Devillier to allow a conversion as taught by Bossemeyer. 
The motivation for the modification is to have the conversion in order to provide a change in 
data from one format to another format. 

11. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Devillier (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,850,435) and further in view of Dugan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,363,41 1). 

Regarding claim 23, Devillier teaches audibly announcing the line information associated 
with the calling party number to the subscriber (abstract; fig.l, fig.2, fig.3, fig.4, fig.5; col.l, 
lines 59-65, col. 3, lines 50-67, col. 4, lines 1-13, 50-61; 'line information' reads on the claim 
'information', 'calling party' reads on the claim 'first telephone station' and 'subscriber' reads 
on the claim 'second telephone station'). 

Devillier further fails to teach "a signal is detected". Dugan teaches that DTMF tones is 
detected in response to system prompts (col.70, lines 11-30; 'DTMF tones' reads on the claim 
'signal'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Devillier to allow a signal detection as taught by Dugan. The 
motivation for the modification is to have the detection in order to provide a request for the 
information associated with the calling party. 



Application/Control Number: 09/749,869 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2697 

12. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Devillier (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,850,435) and further in view of Griffiths et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,481,602). 

Regarding claim 36, Devillier fails to teach "continues to transmit a ringing signal to the 
first telephone station until a ring timer expires". Griffiths teaches playing ringing to the calling 
party until a timer expires (abstract; col.2, lines 1-20; 'playing ringing 5 reads on the claim 
'continues to transmit a ringing signal', 'calling party 5 reads on the claim 'first telephone station 5 
and 'ring timer' reads on the claim 'timer 5 ). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Devillier to allow a ring timer as 
taught by Griffiths. The motivation for the modification is to have the ring timer in order to 
provide the calling party more time having the chance to get connected with the called party. 

Conclusion 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alam Elahee whose telephone number is (703) 305-4822. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Fri from 9:00am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on (703)305-4717. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9314 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-93 14 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750. 
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